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to this children’s devotional resource created by The Fellowship Community. This is designed to be a way
for families and others who minister to children to experience Christmas together. Activities for each week
will help adults and children alike be involved with Scripture in a personal and tactile way. Feel free to
adapt the activities to best fit your context. May this be a gift to you in this holy season.

Prepo '€ by finding a special place to hold your weekly devotional times. Gather these items to create
a fun "Devotional Kit."

A Bible with pictures

iPod or CD player

a computer or tablet for watching You Tube
videos, (optional)

Hymnal/children’s hymn book

pillows and large blanket for making a
fort/tent

flashlights

instruments: noisemakers (spoons, sticks,
whistles, any musical instruments, bells, pots
and pans, wackadoodles, cardboard tubes,
wrapping paper tubes, etc.)

make an “Epiphany Box” - wrap an empty
box like a gift, then cut a slit in the top for
inserting pieces of paper

Plan for each week using this format:

Gather in your special place

Pray together, having younger children
repeat each line of the printed prayer or you
pray one of your own

Sing one verse of a hymn or Christmas carol
Read the scripture lesson(s)

Ask the “Wonder Questions” (see below)
Create by trying each activity

blank paper and pens/markers/crayons
paper towels
snacks: a box of mini-shredded wheat, small
pretzel sticks, mini-marshmallows, Pull and
Peel Twizzlers, M&M's, popped popcorn, and
graham crackers
Large package of Skittles to be used for
closing Skittle prayers. The colors of the
Skittles indicate prayers for different people:
Yellow, pray for your friends at school
Red, pray for people who are sick or
suffering around the world
Green, prayers of thanks
Purple, pray for people at your church
Orange, pray for your family

Think by quietly writing or drawing something
you learned. Place these papers in the
Epiphany Box. You will see these again when
you unwrap the box at the end of this season.
Pray by taking a Skittle and praying based
on its color. You can pray to yourself or out
loud. This is an opportunity to help children
be comfortable talking to God out loud

“Wonder Questions” have no definite answer. They are meant to be pondered by people of all ages. It's
important that everyone has an opportunity to offer their thoughts. Sometimes a “Wonder Question” will
lead to another question. See how the Holy Spirit can help us discover the meaning. If someone asks a
guestion that you feel unable to answer, that's OK. You can respond by saying, “That's a good question.
Let's see if we can discover the answer together.” You can also say, “That's an interesting question, what
do you think?” We hope these questions can take you deeper into Scripture in surprising ways.
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Fir$t/eek of Advent

Prepo e Go to your gathering place and pray this prayer (or one of your own)

Dear God, you are all-powerful and all-loving.

Thank you for being the one true God

who made the world, and who loves us.

Help us to understand what you want to say to us today.
We pray in Jesus’ name, Amen

Slng the first verse of “O Worship the King”

Read Jeremiah 33:14-16
| made a wonderful promise to Israel and Judah, and the days are coming
when | will keep it.
| promise that the time will come when | will appoint a king
from the family of David, a king who will be honest and rule with justice.
In those days, Judah will be safe;
Jerusalem will have peace and will be named, “The LORD Gives Justice.”

Ask Wonder Questions:
. What do you think God is telling us in these verses?
2. Does David's family have a king right now? Who do you think this verse
is talking about?

Create Builda fort/tent and turn off all the lights. Hide under the blankets and be really, really
quiet. Use a flashlight and read Luke 21:25-28. Act out the parts of the verses as best you
can (see the suggestions in text).

Strange things will happen to the sun, moon, and stars. The nations on earth will be
afraid of the roaring sea and tides, and they won't know what to do. People will be so
frightened that they will faint because of what is happening to the world. (Act scared or
pretend to faint) Every power in the sky will be shaken. (Shake the blankets) Then the
Son of Man will be seen, coming in a cloud with great power and glory. When all of this
starts happening, stand up straight and be brave. You will soon be set free. (Stand up
inside the tent and knock it down)

Now sit in a story circle and use the marshmallows and pretzel sticks to make a tree while
reading verses 29-36.

Then Jesus told them a story: When you see a fig tree or any other tree putting out leaves,
you know that summer will soon come. So, when you see these things happening, you know
that God's kingdom will soon be here. You can be sure that some of the people of this
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Ask

Think

Pray

generation will still be alive when all of this takes place. The sky and the earth won't last
forever, but my words will. Don't spend all of your time thinking about eating or drinking or
worrying about life. If you do, the final day will suddenly catch you like a trap. That day will
surprise everyone on earth . Watch out and keep praying that you can
escape all that is going to happen and that the Son of Man will be pleased with you.

Wonder Questions:

. What did this story make you think about?

2. What are some stories in the Bible where the sun, moon, and stars did strange things?
3. Why do you think Jesus told the Fig Tree story?

4. What should we do instead of worrying?

Quiet Thoughts:
Take a piece of paper and write or draw something you learned from our devotional time
today, or something you would like God to know. Put it in the Epiphany Box.

Closing Skittle Prayers:
Reach into the bag of Skittles and pick one. Pray a prayer based on the color you have and
then eat the Skittle!



Second Week of Adv

Prepo e Go to your gathering place and pray this prayer (or one of your own)

Sing
Read

Create

Ask

Dear God,

you made heaven and earth, and you created all the different seasons.
We know when the leaves fall, winter is coming, and we get ready for it.
Thank you for the Bible that gives us stories to prepare us for God's plan.
Thank you for loving us and forgiving us.

Help us understand what you are saying to us today.

We pray in Jesus' name, Amen

the first verse of “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”

Luke 3:1-6

For fifteen years Emperor Tiberius had ruled that part of the world. Pontius Pilate was
governor of Judea, and Herod was the ruler of Galilee. Herod's brother, Philip, was the ruler
in the countries of lturea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias was the ruler of Abilene. Annas and
Caiaphas were the Jewish high priests. At that time God spoke to Zechariah's son John,
who was living in the desert. So John went along the Jordan Valley, telling the people, “Turn
back to God and be baptized! Then your sins will be forgiven.” Isaiah the prophet wrote
about John when he said, “In the desert someone is shouting, ‘Get the road ready for the
Lord! Make a straight path for him. Fill up every valley and level every mountain and hill.
Straighten the crooked paths and smooth out the rough roads. Then everyone will see the
saving power of God.”

Listen to “Every Valley” from “The Messiah.”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7/NCO6UzZ2R8

Place the snacks in the center of the table in different piles. Give each person a large sheet
of paper towel. Imagine the food pieces are your “art” supplies, and the paper towel is your
canvas. Read the Scripture again and then play the Song “Every Valley.” While listening to
the song use the food to create a picture of what you are hearing. Play it more than once
to get some ideas. Share what you “painted” and then enjoy the snacks.

Wonder Questions:

. When Mr. Handel wrote the music for this song, how did he show the words of the Bible
in his music?

2. How did you show the words in your artwork?

3. The Bible says Jesus will make rough places plain, valleys high, and mountains low.
What do you think that really means?


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7NCO6UzZ2R8

Closing

or

Read

Ask

Think

Pray

Take a piece of paper and write or draw something you learned from our devotional time
today, or something you would like God to know. Put it in the Epiphany Box.

Based on Luke 1:68-79

This is often referred to as “Zechariah's Song.” Zechariah was a priest and had been struck
speechless when he doubted that he would become a father. But once his son was born
and he named the baby John, Zechariah was able to speak again and this story shows that
he was super excited not just about having a baby, but about how great God is and how
God keeps his promises. Zechariah talks about how his son will be a prophet getting people
ready for the Messiah. See if you can make up a song to go with these words. Use some of
the noisemakers or other instruments you have. Then speak the words to a rhythm while
using the instruments.

Blest be the God of Israel who comes to set us free;

he visits and redeems us, he grants us liberty.

The prophets spoke of mercy, of freedom and release;
God shall fulfill his promise and bring his people peace.

He from the house of David a child of grace has given;
a Savior comes among us fo raise us up to heaven.
Before him goes his herald, forerunner in the way,

the prophet of salvation, the harbinger of day.

On prisoners of darkness the sun begins to rise,

the dawning of forgiveness upon the sinner’s eyes.

He guides the feet of pilgrims along the paths of peace.
O bless our God and Savior with songs that never cease!

Wonder Questions:

. What do you think it might have sounded like when Zechariah spoke these words?
2. What did this “song” make you wonder about?

3. Does what Zechariah said remind you of another Bible story anywhere?

4. How might God help us live a life of peace?

Quiet Thoughts:
Take a piece of paper and write or draw something you learned from our devotional time
today, or something you would like God to know. Put it in the Epiphany Box.

Closing Skittle Prayers:

Reach into the bag | GGG oy o oroyer based on the color you have and

then eat the Skittle!



